The Superpowers and the Middle East
In view of the Soviet movement toward a status quo position
in the world, its growing concern for international stability140
accompanied by an erosion of its revolution-promoting ideo-
logy,141 one would expect the Soviet Union to favour the resto-
ration of peace and stability in the turbulent Middle East region.
However, from the present indications it appears that while the
Soviet Union is keen on avoiding another war in the Middle East
that could bring her into a clash with the United States, at the
same time, she is unwilling to witness the return of American
influence hi that region. As such she seems to welcome limited
strife and instability that would keep the 'pot boiling', but will not
result in a general war* The Soviet Union appears to think that
her continued presence in the Arab countries depends largely on
the perpetuation of the Arab-Israeli conflict, a continuation of the
pre-June 1967 state of tension between the Arabs and the
Jews.142 Without this, the Arabs most probably would have little
140	The Soviet Union shares a common concern with the United States
in several important respects which has led to agreements between them
on matters of mutual interest. These include agreements to limit the use
of space for nuclear warfare and to use it only for peaceful purposes; to
limit the spread of nuclear weapons by signing the nuclear non-prolifera-
tion treaty; and to reduce the contamination of the atmosphere through
nuclear testing by signing the nuclear test-ban treaty in July 1963.
141	Soviet Union's appeal as "the home of communism" scarcely extends
beyond her own borders.    She has become  essentially, a "conservative
society'* with a superstructure of revolutionary ideological phraseology.
See Laqueur* Struggle for the Middle East, 93n, p. 187.
1*2The Russians have high stakes in the Middle East. A Russian
oriented Middle East would be the fulfilment of age long Russian aspira-
tions. The Middle East could serve as a window looking out towards the
Indian Ocean on the one side and the African continent on the other.
The possibility of using the Arab countries as forward bases could open
up new vistas for Soviet moves in the cold war. Moreover, Russian en-
trenchment in this vital area—including the southernmost tip in Yemen
—is looked upon with great significance especially in view of the immi-
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